
 

 

Research an ancient site and write a magazine article 
Student handout 

 

Step 1: Explore the science of archaeology and one ancient culture 

• Software: Microsoft Encarta or other encyclopedias and Web sites, Microsoft Office OneNote 2007 

• What to do: Research the science of archeology and a particular ancient culture 

1. The following Web sites and online encyclopedias, in addition to any library materials you may find, will 

help you find the information you need: 

 Encyclopedia.com (http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/archaeology.aspx). The archeology 

page of this site is a good starting point. It links you to the Columbia Encyclopedia, related 

newspaper and magazine articles, facts and information from other sites, and a list of essential 

readings.   

 The Wikipedia page on archaeology (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaeology). This page 

lists many useful references.  

 About.com. About.com links to many sites that introduce the science of archaeology, current 

digs, controversies, preservation of sites and cultures, photo essays, and more. 

 Microsoft Encarta Reference (if available). 

 Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition (http://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/). This 

encyclopedia provides free access to more than 57,000 articles. 

 Antiquity Journal (http://antiquity.ac.uk/). This international archaeology journal offers free 

access in its Bulletin to many fascinating articles on specific discoveries as well as archaeological 

methods. 

 Archaeology News (http://www.archaeolgy.org/news). This page lists Archaeology Magazine’s 

up-to-the-minute news articles. 

Start Encarta Reference or open another online encyclopedia and read general articles on archaeology. 

Pay particular attention to the goals and processes of this science. 

 What is the primary focus of archeology as a science?  

 What are the objects that archeologists study? 

 What methods do they use to study them?  

 What are the goals of archeology? 

 List five examples of current archaeological research around the world. 

2. Choose one ancient culture to explore.  

 

3. Review pertinent articles about the culture you have chosen, along with related articles, multimedia 

sources, and Web sites. Take careful notes, and include all references. Using Microsoft Office OneNote 

makes it easy to collect, organize, and access all your information. Learn how to use Office OneNote. As 

you research, pay special attention to the role of the archaeologist in charge of investigating this ancient 

site. When you write your magazine article, you will write it in the voice of the archeologist who 

discovered and studied the site of this culture. 

Note. Bing Visual Search (http://www.bing.com/images) will provide you with many images for your 

chosen site. 
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Step 2: Create your multimedia magazine article 

• Software: Microsoft Office Publisher 2007 

• What to do: Outline and write your report, and create your article 

1. Review the information you gathered from all appropriate articles, sidebars, media features, and Web 

sources.  

2.  Outline and write your magazine article, using the following guidelines: 

 Write it in the first person (singular or plural), taking on the role of an archeologist or team who 

discovered and studied this site. For example, you might begin a report on the Moche culture this 

way:  “Until a few years ago, no one imagined that Peru was the site an ancient civilization. Our 

team’s discovery of the tombs of two lords of Sipan in 1987 proved how advanced this culture was. 

We discovered it by…” 

 Describe why you decided to investigate this site. What were you looking for? What were your goals 

as an archaeologist? 

 Describe your methods for investigating the site. 

 Describe some of the difficulties you encountered in investigating the site. 

 Describe the objects and artifacts you found. 

 Describe your reconstruction of the culture based on what you found and what you already knew of 

ancient civilizations. 

 Describe how your discovery affects the science of archaeology?  Does it change our view of the 

location of ancient civilizations? Refine our view of the human use of tools? Expand the previously 

known range of certain activities? Provide evidence that a particular human activity was more or less 

widespread than previously believed (cannibalism, for instance)?  

Notes  

 Be sure to keep your audience interested and engaged. This is an informative magazine 

article.   

 You can use the Encarta Researcher in the Homework Center to help you organize your 

information and outline your report. 

3.  Open Microsoft Office Publisher 2007, and then select Newsletters. Select a template to use to 

create your article. Enter all your text, images, maps, links, and other multimedia sources. Be sure to 

design and lay out the information so that it looks like an article in an archaeology magazine and so that 

it is legible, attractive, and engaging. Play with fonts, headlines, borders, and color palettes to make a 

slick magazine article. 

4.  Give your article a title. 

5.  Add a header or footer to all pages of your article that includes the name of the archaeology magazine 

your article is appearing in, the issue number, and the date. You can make up the name, for example: 

Archeology Times 4:7 (Winter 2009). 

6. Proofread your magazine article carefully yourself, and then ask another student to proofread it for 

you. 
 

Step 3: Publish your article 

• What to do: Post your article on the class Web site or your school portal and present it to your 

class. 

 


